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Analysis of the Trend of China—Africa Energy Cooperation under

the Background of Normalized Resource Nationalism

Luo Zuoxian

(Sinopec Economics & Development Research Institute Company Limited, Beijing 100029)

[Abstract] African resource nationalism originated from the national independence movement in the 1960s.Up to
now,it has roughly gone through three stages:the wave of nationalization,the economic poverty restricting the
rise of resource nationalism,and the stagnation of economic growth since the beginning of this century triggering
the resurgence of resource nationalism.Resource nationalism is widespread all over the world.The rise of re-
source nationalism in Africa is mainly due to the insufficient growth momentum of its economy.The singular e-
conomic structure of African countries and the high dependence of their economic and social development on
mineral resources such as oil and gas determine the inevitability of normalized resource nationalism in the fu-
ture, manifested in a dual attitude towards foreign—funded enterprises—both welcoming and cautious.Driven by re-
source nationalism, African countries hope that the localization operation level of foreign investment projects can
be further enhanced to drive the economic development of the host countries.They also attach great importance
to introducing diversified investments to achieve mutual checks and balances,and enhance the level of their
own industrial development through competition.The secret to the success of some Chinese enterprises in Africa
lies in their adherence to localization—oriented development strategy.In the future,Chinese—funded energy enter-
prises should,on the basis of constantly enhancing their technological and management competitiveness,acknowl-
edge and understand the inevitability of resource nationalism in African countries,and promote China—Africa en-
ergy cooperation by enhancing the localization of their operations.At the same time,understanding resource na-
tionalism does not equate to acquiescence and inaction.It is necessary to cultivate the capabilities of these en-
terprises to respond to and manage emergencies.

[Keywords] Africa;resource nationalism;Chinese enterprises;localization; China—Africa energy cooperation



